Current Analysis for April 22 - 30, 2022: (updated May 5th)
Sea Surface Salinity data, similar to Sea Surface Temperature data, is not available where there is a sea ice cover, and thus is not available over the DBO sites this time of the year. However, a closer look at the areas of ocean that are ice-free shows the salinity in the North Atlantic much higher than compared to the North Pacific, with salinity tending to increase with decreasing latitude. This is more pronounced in the northern Pacific Ocean than Atlantic, which remains fairly constant below 70 °N. The lowest salinity is seen near the sea ice edge, which is likely attributed to melting sea ice freshening the ocean surface. There is a pocket of elevated SSS just SE of Greenland.

SSS at the DBO sites tends to follow an annual cycle, where SSS is highest in the Spring, decreasing throughout the summer with melting sea ice freshening the ocean surface, then increasing in the fall as sea ice begins to reform. Trends in the SSS are not consistent across the DBO sites, with sites 1, 2 & 4 - 7 showing increasing trends, and sites 3 and 8 decreasing. Trends should be taken with caution due to the relatively short data record of only seven years.

Current Analysis for March 27 - April 4, 2022: (updated April 8th)
Sea Surface Salinity data, similar to Sea Surface Temperature data, is not available where there is a sea ice cover, and thus is not available over the DBO sites this time of the year. However, a closer look at the areas of ocean that are ice-free shows the salinity in the North Atlantic much higher than compared to the North Pacific, with salinity tending to increase with decreasing latitude. This is more pronounced in the northern Pacific Ocean than Atlantic, which remains fairly constant below 70 °N. The lowest salinity is seen near the sea ice edge, which is likely attributed to melting sea ice freshening the ocean surface.

SSS at the DBO sites tends to follow an annual cycle, where SSS is highest in the Spring, decreasing throughout the summer with melting sea ice freshening the ocean surface, then increasing in the fall as sea ice begins to reform. Trends in the SSS are not consistent across the DBO sites, with sites 1, 2 & 4 - 7 showing increasing trends, and sites 3 and 8 decreasing. Trends should be taken with caution due to the relatively short data record of only seven years.
